




The Sphere Handbook presents common 
principles and universal minimum standards 
in humanitarian response. It comprises the 

Humanitarian Charter, the Protection 
Principles, the Core Humanitarian Standard, 

and minimum humanitarian standards in four 
areas: water supply, sanitation and hygiene 

promotion (WASH); food security and 
nutrition; shelter and settlement; health. 

To read the Sphere standards, click here: 

Effectiveness in MERS 2nd Edition, recommending that “Economic recovery is planned and 
implemented in coordination with the relevant authorities, humanitarian agencies, and civil 
society organisations, working together for maximum efficiency, coverage, and effectiveness- in 
partnership with the private sector for greater impact”.  

DCA’s market survey and analysis were conducted in partnership with ICCO Cooperation and 
mobilised a private sector company, Hello Paisa, to distribute cash through mobile phones. These 
models constituted pioneering work in Nepal: they were the result of a tripartite partnership 
between an international NGO, an NGO and a private company, which was later replicated by other 
agencies. 

Dave Smith, Country Director for DCA in Nepal and Bangladesh, mentioned that humanitarian 
standards helped DCA develop this partner approach and increase the effectiveness and 
accountability of its programme. “Sphere and other humanitarian standards have been 
incorporated in our organisation’s training and policies”, he added, “guiding us to use a partnership 
approach with local stakeholders and following the Grand Bargain’s commitments” 

 

The Humanitarian Standards Partnership (HSP) aims to improve the quality and accountability of humanitarian action through 
an increased application of humanitarian standards. It comprises seven standards:  Sphere, the Minimum Standards for 
Education in Emergencies (INEE), the Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, the Livestock Emergency 
Guidelines and Standards, the Minimum Economic Recovery Standards (SEEP Network), the Minimum Standards for Market 
Analysis (CALP), the Humanitarian Inclusion Standards for Older People and People with Disabilities (ADCAP) 

For more information on HSP standards, please visit: http://www.humanitarianstandardspartnership.org/ 

The Minimum Economic Recovery Standards 
represent the industry-based consensus on 
what constitutes an effective and appropriate 
response to help disaster-affected populations 
to regain their livelihoods and provide for 
themselves and their families with dignity, 
through financial services, productive assets, 
employment, and enterprise development. 

To read the MERS, click here 




