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During March 19-April 23, 2018,
OXFAM and partner organizations
have
facilitated
a
European
Lobbying
Tour
for
selected
representatives of four local NGOs
to advocate for local NGO leadership
, strengthening the ‘humanitariandevelopment-nexus’ in the country
and to share best practices and
humanitarian response knowledge
with a variety of stakeholders from
the international community.
UN agencies, INGOs, NNGOs,
government authorities and local
Yemeni NGOs are all joining efforts
to contain the humanitarian disaster
in Yemen, however experience has
shown that there are certain gaps in
the humanitarian response because
millions of people continue to be
without assistance. Discussions with
the various humanitarian partners
and analysis of the situation pointed

out that Yemeni NGOs, who are very well positioned in terms of geographical
proximity to the people in need, local knowledge, and ability to penetrate
access restrictions, are facing multiple challenges in standing as equal
partners with international agencies such as capacity limitations, language
barriers, access to funds, lack of access to coordination and partnership
platforms; thus it has become evident that strengthening humanitarian
partnerships and supporting local humanitarian leadership was the only way
for bridging the gaps in the humanitarian response and moving ahead. This
gave rise to the need for understanding the capacities of the various
humanitarian actors, existing inter-linkages between them and the roles they
play.
OXFAM organized for the Yemeni delegation to visit key capitals/cities in
Europe (Paris, Brussels and The Hague) in addition to facilitate participation in
the High-level Pledging Conference for the humanitarian crisis in Yemen held
in Geneva. Oxfam supported the delegation to meet with donors and officials
in the four countries.
In Amman, the delegation arranged themselves couples of pertinent meetings
with stakeholders and also attended one partnership workshop during their
stay waiting for visas. The four local NGOs participated are: Yemen Family
Care Association (YFCA) based in Sana’a, To Be Foundation (TBF) based in
Aden, Wedyan Association for Society Development (WASD) based in Aden
and Generations without Qat (GWQ) based in Taiz.

The delegation has visited the Office of
the Special Envoy of the SecretaryGeneral to Yemen (OSESGY) in
Amman, Jordan and met with the officers
there to discuss matters of concern. The
humanitarian-development-peace nexus
programming was deeply discussed.
The OSESGY team members were
debriefed about the activities of each
delegation member participated in the
European Lobbying Tour.

Amman. Mar 30-31, 2018: The four-member delegation has managed to attend a two-day consultation meeting with
Yemen Civil Society in Amman hosted by the Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid
Operations (DG ECHO) with the attendance of the representative of the EU ambassador to Yemen Antonia Calvo
Puerta. During the workshop, a presentation was made on the main findings of the field survey conducted by EU in
Yemen to have a clearer data about the capacity of CSOs in Yemen, overview of EU engagement with CSOs in Yemen
and how to ensure a more regular and effective dialogue with CSOs. The workshop serves as a roadmap facility in
support of European Union Delegation (EUD) to Yemen.

Geneva. Apr 3, 2018: The United Nations
and the Governments of Sweden and
Switzerland convened a High-Level
Pledging Event in Geneva for the
Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen, to support
the humanitarian response in Yemen and
alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni people.
In the session finale of the event,
international donors pledged more than
US$2 billion to support the delivery of
urgently needed humanitarian aid to millions
of people in Yemen.
The delegation participated in this event to
voice out the genuine situation in Yemen
and meet with donors, influencers and
member states on the fringes of the event.
Meeting
with
Jette
Michelsen, Chief Adviser
of Humanitarian Action,
Civil
Society
and
Personnel Assistance of
International
Development
Cooperation (DANIDA)
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Denmark.

One of the delegation
membersTBFparticipated
in
the
plenary session of
Empowerment
of
Women in Yemen. The
session
discussed
empowering women to
participate fully in the
economic life across all
sectors.
Meeting
was
convened with Peter
Semneby,
Ambassador, Special
envoy for Middle East
and
North
Africa
Department
of
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Sweden.

With
Christian
Testot,
Ambassador
of France to
Yemen. This
meeting was
attended also
by
two
additional
Yemeni local
NNGOs who
are member
in the Women
For Yemen
Network.
Meeting with Amy Sheils,
First Secretary & Andrea
Wickham Moriarty, Desk
Officer, Middle East & North
Africa unit. Both of the
Permanent
Mission
of
Ireland to the United Nations.
With George OkothObbo, Assistant Hight
Commissioner
for
Operations of the
United Nations High
Commissioner
for
Refugees (UNHCR).
Meeting was held in
the HQ of the UNHCR
in
Geneva,
Switzerland.

On the fringes of the working breakfast on cholera (co-hosted
by UK Minister of State for Minister of State for the Middle East
and North Africa Alistair Burt & UN Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and the Emergency Relief, Mark
Lowcok: YFCA was in a stand-up meeting with the UK Minister
Alistair Burt, the UK ambassador to Yemen Michael Aron and
OXFAM country director to Yemen Shane Stevenson. The
working breakfast was convened one hour before the morning
plenary sessions of the high-level pledging event.

The delegation visited the HQ of the
SPHERE Initiative in Geneva. The
SPHERE team were impressed that
YFCA promotes for the SPHERE
standards in Yemen and having
already 100+ of its staff graduated
from the SPHERE online courses.
SPHERE staff in the photo includes:
Tristan
Hale,
Learning
and
Development and Barbara Sartore,
Communications Management. The
delegation got free hard copies of
SPHERE!
With Mohammed
Ali Al Nasour, Chief
of Middle East and
North
Africa
Section
of
the
Office of the United
Nations
High
Commissioner for
Human Rights. The
meeting
was
attended by Joy
Muller,
OXFAM
Geneva
Representative of
Humanitarian
Affairs.

A high-level meeting with the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General to Yemen Martin Griffiths. Deliberations
encompass the roles of the local NGOs in Yemen in delivering aids and hope for the highly vulnerable population in
the country.

Apr 4, 2018. In OXFAM
office in Paris, the
delegation met with
couple
of
NNGOs
working in France and
media
reporters.
Presentations
were
made about the recent
humanitarian situation in
the country and generic
ideas about the lobbying
tour.

Interviews were given to couple of press agencies in Paris including Radio
France (Culture France), Agence France-Presse (AFP), France Médias
Monde (FMM) and Monte Carlo Doualiya (MCD) Radio Network.

Meeting
over Skype
with couple
of French
policymakers in
the French
parliament.
The
meeting
was
attended in
office
by
Sylvain
Biville the
director of
French
Crisis
Action.

April 9, 2018. At
OXFAM Novib
office in The
Hague,
Netherlands:
Group meeting
with a number of
OXFAM Novib
team members
who
were
interested
to
hear
details
about
the
situation
of
Yemeni people
during
the
humanitarian
crisis.
The
attendees were
debriefed about
the participation
of the delegation
members in the
high-level
pledging event in
Geneva
and
volume
of
pledged
fund
announced
during the event.
Meeting with the
Ministry of Foreign
Affaris
of
Netherlands:
Maarten Wammes,
Senoro Policy Officer
and
Lander van
Ommen, Health and
WASH Advisor for
Yemen. This meeting
was attended by
Awssan
Kamal,
Humanitarian
Campaigns
Coordinator
for
Yemen based out in
UK.

The delegation
met the press
in
Netherlands.
The
press
agencies
came included
Peter Heintze
of
KUNO
(Humanitarian
Knowledge
Exchange)
who
have
posed bunch
of questions to
the delegation.
Meeting with couples of
local
NGOs
of
Netherlands
to
exchange views and
experiences of the
humanitarian
work
during
emergencies.
The meeting included
brainstorming
about
humanitarian aid.
Meeting with Martijn J.F. van
Helvert, Parliament member of
CDA. The meeting was attended
by Dirk Jan Jalvingh Policy
Advisor
Conflict
and
Humanitarian
Response
at Oxfam Novib.
The delegation met also Sjoerd
Wiemer Sjoerdsma, Parliament
Member of D66.
Both meetings discussed the
humanitarian situation in Yemen
and the support given from the
member states.
Meeting
with
Sahar Ghanem,
Yemen
Ambassador to
the Netherlands,
Norway,
and
Swedan.
Permanent
Representative of
Yemen to OPCW
along
with
Wadhah
Hadi,
Counsellor.

Apr 11, 2018. In
the Headquarters
of
DirectorateGeneral
for
International
Cooperation and
Development
(DG
DEVCO)
and
the
European
External Action
Services (EEAS).
Meeting
with
Itziar
Muñoa
Salaverraia,
Policy Adviser
of
Foreign
Affairs
Committee/Sub
committee on
Human Rights
of Alliance of
Liberals
and
Democrats for
Europe (ALDE)
group in the
European
Parliament,
Brussels.
Networking
event
facilitated by OXFAM
Solidarities
and
International Council of
Voluntary
Agencies
(ICVA) which
is a
global network of nongovernmental
organizations
whose
mission is to make
humanitarian
action
more principled and
effective by working
collectively
and
independently
to
influence policy and
practice.

Press meeting was
arranged inside the
OXFAM
Solidarities
in
Brussels by the
advocacy team of
OXFAM.
The
invited
press
included Catherine
Mommaerts,
Service
International
Journalist
of
L’ECHO
and
Philippe Leurth, a
journalist
of
L’avenir.
Coupe of
meetings
inside the
HQ of the
European
Union in
Brussels.

Meeting with Tine Meyfroodt, Desk Officer- Attaché of Humanitarian Aid of the Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation of the Federal Public Service of Kingdom of Belgium.
Meeting
continued
with couple
of
humanitarian
journalists in
Brussels.

A
group
photo with
the
OXFAM
Solidarities
in
Brussels,
Belgium
after
having
three backto-back
meetings
with
OXFAM
Solidarities
teammates
, press and
Belgian
local
NNGOs.

Press and media coverage of the lobbying tour were made by
couple of TV stations, newspapers and humanitarian media
agencies in Geneva, Paris, The Hague and Brussels.

Delegation members
of the Yemeni local
NNGOs
Photo L/R:
-Nabil Al Kumaim of
Yemen Family Care
Association
(YFCA)
based in Sana’a
-Tameem Abdulraqeeb
of Wedyan Association
for Society Developmen
(WASD) based in Aden
- Safa Murshed of To
Be Foundation (TBF)
based in Aden
- Layla Al Faqeeh of
Generations
Without
Qat (GWQ) based in
Taiz.

